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§886.15 How do I apply for a grant?

(a) You must use application forms
and procedures specified by OSM.

(b) We approve or disapprove your
grant application within 60 days of re-
ceipt.

(c) If we do not approve your applica-
tion, we inform you in writing of the
reasons for disapproval. We may pro-
pose modifications if appropriate. You
may resubmit the application or appro-
priate revised portions of the applica-
tion. We process the revised applica-
tion as an original application.

(d) You must agree to carry out ac-
tivities funded by the grant in accord-
ance with SMCRA, applicable Federal
laws and regulations, and applicable
OMB and Treasury Circulars.

(e) We do not require complete copies
of plans and specifications for projects
either before the grant is approved or
at the start of the project. However,
after the start of the project, we may
review your plans and specifications at
your office, the project site, or any
other appropriate site.

§886.16 After OSM approves my grant,
what responsibilities do I have?

(a) When we award your grant, we
send you a written grant agreement
stating the terms of the grant.

(b) After you are awarded a grant,
you may assign functions and funds to
other Federal, State, or local agencies.
However, we will hold you responsible
for the overall administration of that
grant, including the proper use of funds
and reporting.

(c) The grant award constitutes an
obligation of Federal funds. You accept
the grant and its conditions once you
initiate work under the agreement or
draw down awarded funds.

(d) Although we have approved the
grant agreement, you must not expend
any construction funds until you re-
ceive a written authorization to pro-
ceed with reclamation on the indi-
vidual project. Our Authorization to
Proceed ensures that both you and we
have taken all actions necessary to en-
sure compliance with the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA)
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and any other ap-
plicable laws, clearances, permits, or
requirements.

§886.17

(e) You must enter coal problems in
the AML inventory before you expend
funds on design or construction activi-
ties for a site. We must approve any
amendments to the AML inventory
made after December 20, 2006. For pur-
poses of this section, we define
“amendment’ as any coal problem
added to the AML inventory in a new
or existing problem area and any Pri-
ority 3 coal problem in the AML inven-
tory that is elevated to either Priority
1 or Priority 2 status.

(1) For emergency projects conducted
under section 410 of SMCRA, our find-
ing that an emergency condition exists
constitutes our approval for the aban-
doned mine lands problem to be en-
tered into the AML inventory.

(2) We must approve amendments to
the AML inventory for non-emergency
coal problems before you, the State or
Indian tribe, begin project development
or design or use funds for construction
activities. In projects where develop-
ment and design is minimal, this ap-
proval may occur during the Author-
ization to Proceed process.

(f) To the extent technologically and
economically feasible, you must use
fuel other than petroleum or natural
gas for all public facilities that are
planned, constructed, or modified in
whole or in part with abandoned mine
land grant funds.

(2) You must not expend more funds
than we have awarded. Our award of
any grant does not commit or obligate
the United States to award any con-
tinuation grant or to enter into any
grant revision, including grant in-
creases to cover cost overruns.

§886.(113 How can my grant be amend-
ed?

(a) A grant amendment is a change of
the terms or conditions of the grant
agreement. An amendment may be ini-
tiated by you or by us.

(b) You must promptly notify us in
writing, or we must promptly notify
you in writing, of events or proposed
changes that may require a grant
amendment.

(c) All procedures for grant amend-
ments follow 43 CFR part 12.

(d) We must approve or disapprove
the amendment within 30 days of re-
ceiving your request.
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